
Why were Christopher Columbus and 
Neil Armstrong very brave people?

Key dates:

1451 – Christopher Columbus was born
1485 – Columbus arrived in Spain
August 1492 – Left Spain and sailed west 
with three ships 
October 1492 – Arrived at the Bahamas in 
North America and called this continent ‘the 
New World’
1493 – Made another voyage to the 
Americas, but this time to South America
1498 – Columbus made another voyage to 
North America  
1502 – Final voyage to North America
1506 – Columbus died in Spain.

Christopher Columbus was a famous explorer born in 
1451. He had always wanted to be a sailor (someone ) 
and crossed the Atlantic Ocean using only a compass 
with no real idea of where he would end up. 

Columbus saw that people sailed east to Asia to get 
precious goods like pearls, spices and gold. Columbus 
thought he might be able to get to Asia by sailing West 
instead.

In 1492 he went on a voyage (long journey) with three 
ships and sailed west. On 12th October 1492 he landed 
in the Bahamas, North America and thought he was the 
first person to discover this land (America). He called it 
the ‘New World’ and made many more voyages there, 
bringing back ‘new’ things like pineapples, tomatoes, 
potatoes, cocoa and spices.

Hero or villain?

Christopher Columbus is a famous (or well known 
person) from the past. Columbus was an explorer 
– someone who travels to places about which 
little is know.  Because of this, lots of people think 
that he was a brave hero.

However, other people have questioned the way 
that Columbus treated the native people born in 
the countries he visited.  For example, he forced 
many of them into slavery meaning that they 
forced to work very hard without being paid.

Key evidence: journal entries written by 
Columbus and others alive at the time, plus 
paintings and portraits of character and events.



Apollo 11 mission
Neil Armstrong’s journey to the moon and back 
was called the Apollo 11 mission. The three 
astronauts flew into space in a powerful V5 
rocket. 

Michael Collins stayed in the Command Module 
of the rocket, whilst Neil Armstrong and Buzz 
Aldrin landed on the moon in a Lunar Module 
called the Eagle before returning to the 
Command Module.

Once back in Earth, the Command Module used 
parachutes to slow it down before it landed in 
the sea.  This is called Splash Down. 

Neil Armstrong was born in 1930. He worked for the 
United States Navy and then became a test pilot. In 1962
he was chosen to train as an astronaut.  

On 16th July 1969, Neil Armstrong set off on the Apollo 
11 mission to the moon with two other astronauts, Buzz 
Aldrin and Michael Collins. 

The ship landed on the moon on 20th July 1969. When 
Nail Armstrong stepped out onto the moon’s surface on 
21st July 1969 he famously said:

"That's one small step for man, one giant leap for 
mankind." 

After Apollo 11, he decided that he would not fly into 
space again. 

Why were Christopher Columbus and 
Neil Armstrong very brave people?

Key dates:

1930 – Neil Armstrong was born
1955 – He became a test pilot
1962 – He started astronaut training
1969 – He became the first person to walk on 
the moon as part the Apollo 11 mission with 
Buzz Aldrin and Michael Collins
2012 – Neil Armstrong died

Key evidence: archive photos, film and 
news footage, newspaper articles, 
astronaut memoirs and memorabilia or 
keepsakes 

The moon landing was a huge achievement and 
has been celebrated with lots of keepsakes to 
help people remember this important event.


