
What we find exciting about 
our local town?

Our viaduct

The Chester Burn viaduct carries the East Coast 
mainline from Newcastle to London. The 
viaduct was completed in 1868 by Benjamin 
Carr Lawton.  The viaduct is grade II listed 
structure meaning that it is considered to be of 
national importance and is given special 
protection.

Our church and hermitage

The church of St Mary and St Cuthbert was 
established in 883 when a group of holy men 
(called monks) stopped there.  The monks had 
been carrying the body of St Cuthbert.

The church has an hermitage attached to it.  A 
hermitage is a special house for a hermit
(sometimes called an anchorite). These were 
religious people who lived in isolation and spent 
their lives praying to God.  The hermits or anchors 
were walled up inside for life. 

The church is grade I listed building meaning that it 
is considered to be of particular national 
importance and is given special protection.

Our market

Chester le Street is a market town because it holds a 
regular market, where people from the surrounding 
villages (like Pelton and Beamish) come to buy goods.
Before the 1930s, the Cong Burn (also called the 
Chester Burn) ran through the market square with a 
bridge carrying the road over the stream. 

Every year, people used to play football in the square 
and river on Shrove Tuesday until traders complained 
and the event was banned. 

A special drain was later built to channel the water 
and a new market area was built over the top of the 
stream.  The market is now part of the Chester le 
Street conservation area. A conservation area helps 
to protect the special historic interest of a place.

883 - St Mary and St Cuthbert’s Church 
founded
1392 - Lumley Castle built
1383 – Anchorage added at St Mary and St 
Cuthbert’s Church
1868 – Chester Burn viaduct completed

Key evidence: local sites, archive photos, conservation area map and the National Heritage List for England

http://www.durham.gov.uk/ChesterleStreetCA
https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list


Our Castle

The North East has a lot of castles and fortified 
buildings to help protect against attack because 
of its unsettled past.  

Years of raids and battles amongst the families 
living along the border between Scotland and 
England meant that many families lived in fear.  
These border families were known as the 
Border Rievers.

The Lumleys were an important Riever family 
from our area.  Sir Ralph Lumley played an 
important role in defending the town of 
Berwick from the Scots and led the attack at the 
Battle of Otterburn in 1388

In 1392 received royal permission to rebuild and 
his home at Lumley and turn it into a castle 
(Lumley Castle) by adding battlements. 

What we find exciting about 
our local town?

What makes Lumley Castle a castle?

A castle is a large building designed to protect 
against attack with strong, thick walls, 
battlements, towers and sometimes a moat.

Lumley has battlements 
(sometimes called
crenellations).  These allowed 
people to fire arrows from the 
narrow gaps with protection 
on each side.

Tall towers meant that the 
people defending the Castle 
had a better view of their 
attackers and could cover a 
greater range with their 
arrows. 

Castles had thick walls to prevent enemies from 
tunnelling through them.  Lumley has thick walls 
made out of sandstone blocks.

Lumley Castle is grade I listed structure meaning 
that it is considered to be of particular national 
importance and is given special protection.

In 1397 Sir Ralph attended Parliament where all 
members had to swear loyalty to King Richard II as 
shown in the portrait below.

However, King Henry IV seized power 1399.  Sir 
Ralph tried to overthrow Henry and restore Richard 
as king but was unsuccessful.  Sir Ralph was later  
executed (killed) in 1400. 

The castle was given to the Earl of Somerset but was 
then passed back to the Lumley family until the 
1800s when it was passed over to the Bishop of 
Durham and Durham University.  It is now a hotel.


