
Key Learning 

 All living organisms share 7 features that are not shared with dead organisms or objects that have never lived. All living 
things move, respire, show sensitivity, grow, reproduce, excrete  and need nutrition. 

 Animals can be put into one of two groups - vertebrates and invertebrates. 

 Plants can be put into one of two groups - flowering and non-flowering plants. 

 Living things depend upon their habitats to give them everything they need, including food, water, air and a space to live 

and grow. Human beings are able to make big changes to their habitat to make it suitable for them to live in.  

 Some species are very good at adapting to changes in their habitats.  

 Some animals can only survive in a particular habitat, such as rainforest, desert or marshland. When the habitat changes, 

these species find it very difficult to survive. 

 Natural events like earthquakes, storms, floods, hurricanes, wildfires and droughts can have very serious consequences 

for living things. Habitats can be destroyed and the plants and animals that live there might be killed. Those animals that 

survive might find that their sources of food and water have disappeared. They may no longer have a safe place to live 

and grow.  

 Most of the changes to the habitats of living things are caused by humans. We call these changes man-made. One exam-

ple of a man-made change is deforestation. Humans have cut down large areas of the forest to clear space for building or 

farming. This has destroyed the habitats of many species and made it difficult for them to survive.  

Key Vocabulary 

Organisms - another name for living things. Classification - placing animals and plants into groups according to 
their similarities. 

Habitat - specific place in which particular animals and plants live.  Vertebrates - animals that have a backbone. 

Life processes - the things living things need to do to stay alive. Invertebrates - animals that do not have a backbone. 

Environment - contains many habitats and these include areas 
where there are both living and non-living things. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 4. Living Things and their Habitats.                Which Wild Animals And Plants Thrive In Your Locality?         Knowledge Organiser.  

Sticky Knowledge 

• All living things (organisms) on Earth have been 
divided up, by scientists, into groups according to 
their similarities and differences. This is known as 
classification.  

 

• Classification keys are a way to classify animals 
and plants. 

 

• Changes in an environment can be natural or 
caused by humans. Some changes may be positive 
and others may be negative. 

 

• Plants and animals rely on their environment to 
give them everything they need. 

 

• There are 7 life processes - movement,              
respiration, sensitivity, growth, reproduction, ex-
cretion and nutrition (we can remember these by 
thinking of MRS GREN). 


