
Key Learning 

Mercury, Venus, Earth and Mars are rocky planets. They are mostly made up of metal and rock. Jupiter, Saturn, 
Uranus and Neptune and mostly made up of gases (helium and hydrogen) although they do have cores made up 
of rock and metal. 

Earth is the third planet from the sun and the only world known to support an atmosphere with free oxygen, 
oceans of liquid water on the surface and life. 

It appears to people on Earth that the sun moves across the sky during the day but the sun does not move at all. 
It seems like the sun moves because of the movements of Earth. 

Pluto used to be considered a planet but was reclassified as a dwarf planet in 2006. 

Key Vocabulary 

Sun – A huge star that Earth and the other planets in Moon – A natural satellite which orbits Earth or other 

Solar System – The collection of eight planets and their 
moons in orbit round the sun. 

Axis – An imaginary line about which a body rotates. 

Planet – A celestial body moving in orbit round a star. Satellite – Any object in space that orbits something 
else. 

Orbit – To move in a regular, repeating curved path 
around another object. 

Spherical – A round 3D shape that looks like a ball. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 5. Earth and Space.   Will We Ever Send Another Human To The Moon?       Knowledge Organiser.  

Sticky Knowledge 

 

• Earth rotates (spins) on its axis. It does a full   
rotation once in every 24 hours. At the same 
time the Earth is also orbiting (revolving) 
around the Sun.  

 

• It takes the Earth 365¼ days to orbit the Sun. 

 

• Daytime occurs when the side of Earth is     
facing  towards the sun. 

 

• Night occurs when the side of Earth is facing 
away from the sun. 

 

• The moon orbits Earth in an oval shaped path.  

 

• The phases of the moon are when  the moon 
appears to be different shapes  at different 
time of the month.  

   


